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himself in his single condition more happy than married into that family as things stood, or to that purpose ; so fatal to families are those differences occasioned by the folly of husband or wife, or both ; and if the latter, though the man hath spirit (if he have sense with it), he •will suffer in some degree the insolence of a woman rather than make it public to the prejudice of his children, especially daughters, who are seldom desired out of such families.
December 1. I had an account from my Lord President's secretary, that his lordship had moved the King (as I had desired) for a living for my brother, lately fallen void in his Majesty's gift; that the King was very favourably inclined to do it, but was engaged six months before to another.
December 2. I gave a ball and supper to the ladies of the town and the officers of the garrison.
December 9. Mr. Pricket, Deputy-Kecorder of the city of York, invited me, my wife and family, with such officers and others as I should bring with me, to dinner at his house, where he gave us an extraordinary entertainment.
December 10. Sir Stephen Thompson, merchant and alderman of York, gave me and my family a supper and ball. All the ladies of the town appeared there, and but few gentlemen besides such as I invited to come.
December ll. Mr. Chancellor of the Province of York, Dr. Watkinson, came and invited me and my family to dinner, desiring that I would appoint the time ; but I was net very well, and feared the gout, so that I gave no answer to it at that time. I was desired by others to entertainments at their houses, but was hindered for the same reason.